
 
 
 
Our stalwart Bulletin editor, Shari J. Cantor, is on the mend. But she still needs a bit more time before 
getting back in her editing saddle. We once again send our wishes for her full recovery! In lieu of 
February’s Bulletin, we are providing this community news.  

 
 

BTS Mishloach Manot  
 
In keeping with tradition, BTS will once again be providing Purim treats for all of our members*. But this year these treats 
will be coming to you! Be on the lookout for a big, Purim-worthy, hot-pink padded envelope that we hope shows up in 
your mailbox on (or a little before) the holiday!!! 
 
Purim is a time to make gifts of charity. We hope you will consider making a contribution to BTS. Those who do will have 
their names added to a greeting card from the BTS family that will be included in each package. Donations must be 
received by February 12th to ensure your name is added to the BTS card.  
 
If you would like your name listed, you can make your gift easily with a credit card on our new and improved website 
(www.btsonline.org). If you prefer, you can mail your check payable to Congregation B’nai Tikvoh-Sholom at 180 Still Road, 
Bloomfield, CT 06002. To be sure your name is included on this year's card, please choose Purim Donation on the drop 
down menu online or make a note in the memo line of your check.  When mailing your check, be sure to allow more time 
than usual for it to reach us. (Deadline is February 12). 
 
*Sisterhood is providing Purim goodies to members' children and grandchildren currently attending college.  
Thank you, Sisterhood! 

 
 

Upcoming Programs 
 

For information on participating in programs by landline, please call Maria at 860-243-3576. 
Refer back to your weekly emails to register and join with your computer, tablet, or smartphone. 

 
 
BTS Sisterhood Book Group: The Book of Lost Names by Kristen Harmel 
Sunday February 7 at 2pm 
 
Eva Traube Abrams, a semi-retired librarian in Florida, sees a photograph in a magazine lying open. It’s an image of a book 
she hasn’t seen in sixty-five years—a book she recognizes as The Book of Lost Names. The accompanying article discusses 
the looting of libraries by the Nazis and the search to reunite people with the texts taken from them so long ago. The book 
in the photograph is thought to have been taken from France in the waning days of the war. Now housed in Berlin’s Zentral 
und Landesbibliothek (library), it appears to contain some sort of code, but no one knows where it came from—or what it 
means. Only Eva holds the answer—but will she have the strength to revisit old memories and help reunite those lost 
during the war? Join Dr. Ellen Leonard in a discussion of this fascinating read. 
 
 
Friends of Yiddish 
Sundays at 10:30am – February 14, March 14 
 
Friends of Yiddish is an informal, mostly English, bilingual drop-in social group which meets to hear a guest speaker or 
discussion and maybe absorb a Yiddish word or two 
 
 



Love in the Time of Corona: Sharing Our Favorite Poems  
with Rabbi Debra S. Cantor and Jan Jeremias 
Sunday February 14 at 4pm 
 
Poetry lifts our spirits and soothes our souls. In the middle of a long pandemic winter, join us for an afternoon of poetry. 
Brew a cup of hot tea or cocoa and share with us your favorite poem evoking love and warmth. Please send us your 
poem in advance so we can share it on screen if possible or just bring it with you to share that day.  
 
 
Partners in Creation: Making Art About What Matters 
with Rabbi Debra S. Cantor and Art Instructor Melinda Wright 
Sundays, February 21 and March 21 at 11am 
 
Together with the event leaders, you'll reflect on a short Jewish teaching and relate it to the challenges, uncertainties, and 
opportunities of our own time. Then you'll do some creative writing and expressive art with items easily found around the 
house. Just bring a pencil or pen and any kind of paper. Plus any kind of art supplies you have: colored pencils, crayons, 
watercolors, whatever. (Just pencil and paper is okay, too.) This event is free and open to all. Absolutely no experience 
needed!  Our February theme (in honor of Purim) is “When Life Turns Upside Down.” In March, the theme 
is “Dayenu: My Personal Path to Freedom.” You'll want a glue stick or tape, plus any kind of art supplies you 
have on hand. 
 
 
Purim Celebration 
Thursday February 25 at 7pm 
 
Join us for a zany Zoom Megillah reading, including a hilarious Purim spiel. We'll be sending BTS members a gragger, song 
sheets and treats in advance. Non-members, please call the office at 860-243-3576 to make arrangements to pick up a 
goody bag. Funny masks and hats are not required, but will be applauded by the crowd. It's strictly BYOB this year and 
everyone's welcome, but you do need to register in advance, please. 
 
 
What Was Miriam Thinking? Creating Poetic Midrash with Storyteller Sara deBeer 
Sunday March 7 at 10:30am 
 
Create poetic monologues which imagine what Miriam, the sister of Moses, might have been thinking at key moments in her 
story. No experience (in writing or in Torah study) needed. Open to people of all faiths. Sara DeBeer is an acclaimed 
storyteller, teacher, poet and artist-in-residence.  Workshop fee: $10 
 
 
Creating Beautiful and Beneficial Gardens and Yards 
with Garden Designer Lisa Newell 
Sunday March 7 at 4pm 
 
By early March, Connecticut gardeners and non-gardeners alike have been dreaming for months about getting outside and 
enjoying our yards. There’s so much that we can do to help native birds and pollinators – and it’s so easy! Join Lisa Newell, 
owner of Cultivated Gardens, as we explore ways to make attractive yards and gardens that benefit us all. 
 
 
BTS Sisterhood Passover Show and Tell  
Sunday March 14 at 4pm 
 
Every Jewish family has special objects that are used only for the celebration of Pesach, and we want to see yours! Gather 
with the BTS Sisterhood to show us your most meaningful and beloved Passover treasures and tell your favorite Passover 
stories. Please note the correct date for this event! It’s on the 14th, not on the 21st as originally announced.  



Siyyum Bekhorim with Rabbi Debra S. Cantor 
A Pre-Passover Siyyum for First Born (and anyone else!) 
Thursday March 25 at 8:30am 
 
It is traditional for first-born and only children to fast on the eve of Passover in memory of the 10th plague, when their lives 
were spared. That obligation is lifted if they attend a siyyum, a celebration of a completion of learning. Rabbi Cantor has 
been studying some texts related to Pesah, and will share some of that learning with you on the morning before Passover. 
Afterwards, she'll invite you to join her in a virtual se'udah shel mitzvah - a meal connected with a mitzvah (an offer you may 
not refuse according to Jewish law.) The only catch: it's virtual this year, so you gotta provide your own bagels and OJ. 

 
 

Weekly Worship and Study 
 
Tangling with Talmud 
Wednesdays at 10:30am 
 
The Talmud is a rich and lively conversation among many generations. Passionate arguments about law and justice are 
intertwined with wild stories and musings about the meaning of life. Join in Rabbi Cantor's lively weekly study group and 
add your own voice to the discussion. No previous experience is required. New participants are always welcome. Please 
note that class will not meet on March 10 or March 31. 
 
 
Minyan Service 
Wednesday at 7pm 
 
Join us for a brief service to daven and say Kaddish. 
 
 
Welcome Shabbat 
Fridays at 7pm 
 
Gather online (or by telephone) with Rabbi Cantor to celebrate Shabbat by singing some niggunim (melodies), sharing words 
of Torah and making Kiddush together. At the end, we'll recite a Prayer for Healing and Mourners' Kaddish.  BYO Candles, 
Challah, Kiddush Cup 
 
 
Shabbat Deep Dive 
Saturdays at 11am 
 
Join Rabbi Cantor's interactive weekly Shabbat Torah and text study. After a short Torah reading, we'll delve into a section 
of the portion together, and conclude by reciting Kaddish and Kiddush.    



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 
MAZAL TOV TO: 
 

• John and Fillis Stober, who celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on the 31st of January 
• Alice Schwartz (former Tikvoh member now living in Colorado), on becoming a great-grandmother of Zoe Sofi Katzensberg, 

January 2021 
• Harold Schoen (former Tikvoh member), who became a proud great-granduncle to Zoe 

 
Happy Birthday to ALL born in January and February! 
 
If we missed your wedding anniversary of 50 years or more, please let us know and we will congratulate you in our next issue! 
 
 
REFUAH SHELEYMAH TO: 
 

Charlotte Block 
Debby Butler 
Eric Butler 
Arthur Cassel 
Mary Calvert-Heavlin 
 

Shari J. Cantor 
Roslyn Elston  
Bill Fabian 
Bob Gerrol 
Shirley Gerrol 

Barry Goldberg 
Lynn Kaplan-Goldberg 
Leon Goldsmith 
Arlene Herzig 
Jon Israel 

Rabbi Marshal Press 
Phyllis Rubin 
Fillis Stober 
Marion Warner 

 
 
OUR SINCEREST CONDOLENCES TO: 
 
Shari J. Cantor & family, on the death of her mother, Barbara Cantor, in December 
Rabbi Debra Cantor, Michael Cantor and Cindy Maher & families on the death of their aunt, Barbara Cantor, in December 
Robert Feiner, on the death of his mother, Shirley Feiner, in December 
Fred Katten  & family, on the death of his brother, Henry Heinz Katten, in November 
Andy Paller & family, on the death of his brother, David Paller, in December 
Seth Radeen & family on the death of his father, Jerry Radeen, in January 
Larry Rosenberg, on the death of beloved sister-in-law, Laurie Rosenberg, in January 
 
 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: 
 
David Fabian and Family 
 
 
If you have some good or sad news, or know of someone who is ill, please call Maria in the office at 860-243-3576, so your news can be 
passed along to Rabbi Cantor and the congregation and we can respond appropriately.  If you don’t tell us, we can’t respond,  Thank you. 
 
 

DONATIONS (November 16-January 15) 
Thank you for Your Support! 

 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Ruth Brainin, in honor of the yahrzeit of Harold Leon Brainin 
John & Laure Carey, in memory of David Margolin 
Bernice & Leon Carr, in honor of the yahrzeits of Rose & Jacob Steinberg 
Helene & Bill Fabian, wishing Rabbi Cantor a full and speedy recovery 
Helene & Bill Fabian, in memory of Bea Israel 
Arthur Greene & Bonnie Eisenberg-Greene, in honor of Michael  
 Cantor for his help and generosity 
Richard & Marsha Lowry, Hanukkah wishes 
Richard & Marsha Lowry, in memory of Ruth Osborn 
Burt & Linda Miller, in memory of Ben Homar 
Burt & Linda Miller, in memory of Patrick McGowan 

Burt & Linda Miller, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Andrew Paller in memory of David Paller 
Ian & Deb Polun, for all of the good work the Rabbi, Maria and the Board 
 are doing 
Seth & Marion Radeen, in memory of David Paller 
Susan & Allan Viner, in memory of Bea Israel 
Susan & Allan Viner, in memory of Patrick McGowan 
Susan & Allan Viner, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Susan & Allan Viner, in memory of Ruth Osborn 
Susan & Allan Viner, in memory of David Paller 
Rachel Lynn Zack & Abbi Pollicita and their families, in honor of their  
 mother and Nana Amy Silverman’s birthday 



BUILDING FUND 
Marian Adler, in honor of the yahrzeit of Daniel Adler 
Marian Adler, in memory of Henry Katten 
Marian Adler, in honor of the yahrzeit of Abraham Sadick 
Norma Fienman, in honor of the yahrzeit of her brother-in-law David Galinsky 
Steve Warner, in memory of Bea Israel 
Steve Warner, in memory of Henry Katten 
Steve Warner, in memory of Ruth Osborn 
 
BOOKPLATE 
Steven & Julie Shifreen, in memory of Ben Homar 
Steven & Julie Shifreen, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
 
SOL ACKERMAN FUND 
Herbert Felsenfeld & family, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Marguerite Felsenfeld, in honor of the yahrzeit of Rita Ackerman Felsenfeld 
 
KIDDUSH FUND 
Elaine Kaufmann, in memory of Bea Israel 
Elaine Kaufmann, in honor of the yahrzeit of her husband Wilbert Kaufmann 
Elaine Kaufmann, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Gerry & Judy Lubusky, in memory of Bea Israel 
Steven Warner, wishing a speedy recovery to Shari J. Cantor 
 
NESHAMA FUND 
Barbara Katzman, wishing a speedy and complete recovery to Shari J. Cantor 
Seth & Marion Radeen, in honor of the yahrzeit of Ruth Erlichman 
 
TREE OF LIFE 
Andy Paller, in memory of David Paller 
Ruth Shapiro, in memory of Bea Israel 
 
MEIER & RAHEL KATTEN MEMORIAL FUND 
Norman & Miriam Fleishman, in memory of Henry Katten 
Myra (Katten) & Jerry Gold, in memory of Henry Katten 
Fred & Ruth Katten, in memory of Bea Israel 
Fred & Ruth Katten, in honor of the yahrzeits of Fred’s parents Betty &  
 Siegmund Katten and their son Alan Katten 
Fred & Ruth Katten, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Steve Warner, in memory of Barbara Cantor 
Marion Warner, in memory of Bea Israel 
Marion Warner, in memory of Henry Katten 
 
BEAUTIFICATION FUND 
Seth & Marion Radeen, in honor of the yahrzeit of Carol Radeen 
 
GENERAL FUND 
Marian Adler, in memory of Bea Israel 
Marian Adler, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Louise Belkin, in honor of the yahrzeit of her father Mitchel Platt 
Bruce & Randi Bernheimer, in memory of Bea Israel 
Bruce & Randi Bernheimer, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Michael & Ruth Bonchick, in honor of Jerry & Barb Hirsch 
Lou & Trudi Brown, in memory of Bea Israel 
Lou & Trudi Brown, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Shari J. Cantor, Refuah Sheleymah to Lynn Kaplan-Goldberg &  
 Barry Goldberg 
Tom & Donna Divine, in memory of Barbara Cantor 
Tom & Donna Divine, in memory of Bea Israel 
Tom & Donna Divine, in memory of Patrick McGowan 
Tom & Donna Divine, in memory of David Paller 
Roslyn Elston & Sari Trzepacz, in honor of the yahrzeits of Jody Katz  
 and Monya Millstein 
Helene & Bill Fabian, in memory of Ben Homar 
Francine & Murray Farber, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Jay & Karen Fienman, in honor of the yahrzeit of Jay’s father Herbert Fienman 
Jay & Karen Fienman, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
 

Jay & Karen Fienman, in honor of the yahrzeit of their brother-in-law  
 Bryan Oppenheimer 
David & Linda Fishman, in appreciation of Jeremy Sachs for the help he  
 has given them during the pandemic 
Myra (Katten) & Jerry Gold, in memory of Bea Israel 
Lynn Kaplan-Goldberg & Barry Goldberg, wishing a speedy recovery to  
 Shari J. Cantor 
Dr. Jim & Marilyn (Spanier) Gould, in memory of Bea Israel 
Rose Granow, in memory of Barbara Cantor 
Rose Granow, in memory of Shirley Feiner 
Edward Greenbaum, in honor of the yahrzeit of Dorothy L. Seder 
Carmen Hammerschlag, in memory of Bea Israel 
Judith Hauth, in honor of the yahrzeit of Harry M. Krantzman 
The Heller family, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Jacqueline Isaacson & Louis Blumenfeld 
Alan Ivey & Paula Cohen Ivey, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Renana & Ron Kadden, in memory of Bea Israel 
Barbara Katzman, Refuah Sheleymah Rabbi Cantor 
Barbara Katzman, in memory of Ben Homar 
Barbara Katzman, in memory of Bea Israel 
Barbara Katzman, speedy recovery to Ellen Leonard & Greg Matthaey 
Barbara Katzman, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Barbara Katzman, in memory of Ruth Osborn 
Monica Krikorian, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Judy & Richard Levy, in memory of Ruth Osborn 
Linda Margolin, in honor of the yahrzeits of her parents Resi & Werner Spanier 
Ursula Marx, in honor of the yahrzeit of Charlotte Ackerman 
Ursula Marx, in honor of the yahrzeit of Rita Felsenfeld 
Ursula Marx, in memory of Bea Israel 
Ursula Marx, in memory of Walter Kaufmann 
Ursula Marx, in memory of Patrick McGowan 
Al Oppenheimer, to thank the BTS family for condolences in memory  
 of his wife Barbara 
Dale Osborn, in honor of the yahrzeit of her grandmother Rebecca Brody 
Dale Osborn, in honor of the yahrzeit of her grandfather Theodore Brody 
Dale Osborn, in memory of Ben Homar 
Dale Osborn, in memory of Bea Israel 
Dale Osborn, in honor of the yahrzeit of her father Morris Kussner 
Dale Osborn, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Dale Osborn, in honor of the yahrzeit of her father-in-law Edwin Osborn 
Dale Osborn, in honor of the yahrzeit of her sister-in-law Melinda Jean Osborn 
Lisa & Alan Avery-Peck, in memory of David Paller 
Elizabeth & Jerry Rome, in memory of Bea Israel 
Elizabeth & Jerry Rome, in memory of Henry Katten 
Ellen Ronsivalli, John Coelho and Lucille Alina, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Karen Rubinow & Elliot Check, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Karen Rubinow & Elliot Check, in memory of Ruth Osborn 
Alice Schwartz, in memory of Bea Israel 
Steven & Julie Shifreen, in memory of Barbara Cantor 
Steven & Julie Shifreen, refuah sheleymah to Rabbi Cantor 
Steven & Julie Shifreen, refuah sheleymah to Shari J. Cantor 
Steven & Julie Shifreen, in memory of Shirley Feiner 
Steven & Julie Shifreen, in memory of Bea Israel 
Steven & Julie Shifreen, in memory of Patrick McGowan 
Steven & Julie Shifreen, in memory of Ruth Osborn 
Steven & Julie Shifreen, in memory of David Paller 
Steven & Julie Shifreen, in honor of the yahrzeit of Rhoda Shifreen 
Elizabeth Snyder-Zelek, in memory of Bea Israel 
Elizabeth Snyder-Zelek, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Gerry & Jerry Stien, in memory of Ruth Osborn 
Louise Tellan, in honor of the yahrzeit of Irene Novagrad 
Jonathan & Daryl Tress, in memory of Bea Israel 
Jonathan & Daryl Tress, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 
Jonathan & Daryl Tress, in honor of the yahrzeits of Jon’s parents  
 Norman & Frances Tress 
Dan & Nancy Weissmann 
 
 

  



Thank you to Our Advertisers! 
 
 


