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The cover photo of geese and goslings, as well as the 

daffodil photo on page 3, are courtesy of Nancy  

Lichtenberg,  LSCW, Adult and Couple Counseling, 

PEP and Focus on Kids Facilitator at Jewish Family  

Services of Greater Hartford. 

 

By the time this issue of the Bulletin goes to press, so to speak, we 

will be eating chametz again;  all Connecticut residents 16 years 

and older will almost be eligible to receive the vaccine;  and 

spring, with all its splendor, should be in full flower. 

 

What will arriving at this point mean for us at BTS? It’s the  

question of the moment, and we on the Board are of course  

giving it serious consideration. As you know, we’ve turned to you 

to see what we can learn about your concerns and hopes. Thanks 

to everyone who has taken the time and effort to provide us with 

answers to the set of questions we sent around. We will tabulate 

results and discuss them at our Board meeting on April 7. We’ve 

also created a reopening task force, headed by BTS’ able  

immediate past president, Janna Gross.    

 

Re-opening is yet another frontier for us to explore in a year that 

has been crammed full of them. We will keep you apprised, to be 

sure. Be in touch with me or Janna or any other member of the 

Board if you have concerns or ideas of which you want us to be 

aware. 

 

Meanwhile, there’s some things we do know for certain.  

First, we had a spirited digital Purim. The Purim treats that arrived 

in those padded hot pink envelopes took coordination and  

generosity on the parts of Janna Gross, the rabbi, and especially 

the assemblers, Maria daCunha and Dale Osborn. College kids got 

theirs thanks to a parallel effort on the part of Sisterhood.  

 

Purim itself was suitably wacky and well-attended! Thanks to our 

many readers—Megillah and otherwise—Purim spiel writers and 

actors, and of course Rabbi Cantor, in all her many virtual guises. 

We’re especially grateful to Terry Wolfisch Cole, who deftly  

managed the challenging technical aspects of the evening. 

 

On the financial front we have major good news:  herculean 

efforts by Barry Goldberg, our Finance Director, have resulted in 

our receiving another PPP grant for over $40,000 again this year. 

Mark your calendar for our annual meeting on June 6, where you 

will hear more details regarding our financial picture, which 

thanks to a number of factors is currently brighter than it has 

been in a long while.  

 

At the recommendation of our Futures Committee, we’ve taken 

advantage of our building being closed to inventory its  

contents—that is, what’s stored in closets, classrooms, 

kitchen cabinets and various  nooks and crannies—with the 

thought of possibly eventually doing some de-accessioning. 

Many thanks to Steve Warner, Todd and Rhoda Gladstone, 

and Dale Osborn. 

 

Todd and Dale were also part of the remarkable team that 

turned on a dime to meet the demanding application  

requirements for a CT grant of up to $50,000 to enhance  

security in houses of worship. They determined the various 

ways we could harden our security, coordinated visits from 

security experts, police and vendors to sign off on our  

wish-list, and wrote it all up in two weeks’ time. Huge  

thanks are due to Harvey Jassem, who spearheaded this 

effort, and to Bob Berman, Todd Gladstone, Barry Goldberg, 

and Dale Osborn, all of whom lent significant support. We 

will report back once we’ve heard back from the state, likely 

in June. 

 

We’ve also been gathering proposals from solar energy 

companies to consider whether to install solar panels on our 

flat roof (where they would not be visible).  

 

Much to be grateful for, much to look forward to, most  

importantly being together under one roof (with or without 

solar panels) again, hopefully ‘ere long.    

 

  

From President  Tema Silk 



The BTS Office will be closed 

on Monday, April 5th and 

Monday, April 19th. 
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Who’s Who at BTS: Ronny Siegel 
Ronny Siegel, a member of the BTS Board of 

Directors and the Neshama Committee, lives in 

West Hartford with her husband, Al Siegel, who 

is Professor Emeritus and the retired Director of 

the Department of Social Work Education at 

Southern Connecticut State University. Ronny is 

currently retired after many years of working in 

the Jewish community in both New Haven and 

West Hartford. Ronny and Al have three  

children, David, Jonathan and Michal, as well as 

six grandchildren, ages nine to 19.  

 

Israeli Jews, like American Jews, emigrated from somewhere 

else. Mixed marriages in Israel are often between Sephardic 

and Ashkenazi Jews—people whose parents or grandparents 

came from Poland, Russia or Rumania marrying someone 

whose parents came from Morocco, Tunisia or Iraq. Where 

did your family come from? 

My mother’s family came to Israel around 1925 from Eastern Europe, 

when my mother was four years old. My father’s family came from  

Germany in 1945 when he was 16 years old, so their marriage was 

not a mixed marriage in the traditional Israeli sense. My marriage is a 

typical mixed marriage between an Israeli-born Jew and an American-

born Jew with different culture, language and religious practices. But 

now we are comfortable with both and have been happily married for 

50 years. 

 

When did you come here from Israel and why?  And why did 

you stay? 

In 1969, I was officially sent to the United States by the Jewish Agency 

as an Israeli Emissary (Shalicha) to the Hartford area for three years.   

During that time I got married and we returned to Israel.  We  

came back to the US after five years for educational and  

employment reasons. 

 

You spent your career working in the Jewish community. 

Where did you work and what did you do?  What was good 

and what was bad about working in the community?  

After we returned from Israel, I returned to work at was is now the 

Mandell JCC of Greater Hartford, where I worked for 25 years.  I 

then worked as the Executive Director of the New Haven JCC for 10 

years. After I retired, we returned to West Hartford and I had a great 

time working “part time” for 10 years at the Greater Hartford Jewish 

Federation as the coordinator of the Israeli Young Emissary program. 

(It was a great way of closing the circle!) Contributing to the  

community and enjoying it was the best part of the job.  The difficult 

part was not having the time and the assets to do more. 

 

You go back to Israel twice a year and spend a significant 

amount of time there.  What do you miss about Israel?  

When my children were in school, we went to Israel at Christmas 

break and for two months in the summer to visit family and vacation.  

Now we go to see family and to spend time in the house I own in Haifa, 

which was my parents’ home. I miss my family and lifelong friends (many 

of whom I went to high school with and served in the IDF with).  I miss 

the open informal culture, the food, staying in my childhood home and 

the scenery and sights. 

 

And here are the answers to a few of our standard questions: 

 

What is your favorite food?  What food will you never eat 

again? 

My favorite food is schnitzel and Israeli salad. I will never eat cilantro! 

 

Where would you like to travel? 

After my first choice of Israel, I would go to Italy. 

 

What gives you joy?  Makes you proud?  Or angry? 

My children and their spouses and my grandchildren make me happy 

and proud to no end. 

 

What is your favorite holiday? 

Hanukkah is my favorite holiday. 



PLEASE NOTE:  Advance registration is now required for all BTS events, including services and study. 

With just one registration for any recurring event, you’ll automatically be signed up for each week’s meeting. You’ll also receive emails 15 

minutes in advance to remind you to sign in and provide you with everything you need to participate. 

If you do not have a computer, tablet or smartphone, contact Maria during office hours (Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm) at 

(860)243-3576 and she will provide you with the information to dial in. 
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Sisterhood Book Discussion:  The Last Watchman of Old Cairo 
Sunday, April 11th at 2:00 pm with Shari J. Cantor 

Joseph, a literature student at Berkeley, is the son of a Jewish mother and a Muslim father. One day, a mysterious package 

arrives on his doorstep, pulling him into a mesmerizing adventure to uncover the tangled history that binds the two sides 

of his family. For generations, the men of the al-Raqb family have served as watchmen of the storied Ibn Ezra Synagogue in 

Old Cairo, built at the site where the infant Moses was taken from the Nile.  

 

Joseph learns of his ancestor Ali, a Muslim orphan who nearly a thousand years earlier was entrusted as the first watchman 

of the synagogue and became enchanted by its legendary--perhaps magical--Ezra Scroll. The story of Joseph's family is  

entwined with that of the British twin sisters Agnes and Margaret, who in 1897 depart their hallowed Cambridge halls on a 

mission to rescue sacred texts that had begun to disappear from the synagogue.  

 

The Last Watchman of Old Cairo is a moving page-turner of a novel from acclaimed storyteller Michael David Lukas. This 

tightly woven multigenerational tale illuminates the tensions that have torn communities apart and the unlikely forces--potent magic, forbidden 

love--that boldly attempt to bridge that divide.  

 

Join Shari, who has a Masters in Judaic Studies from UConn, to discuss this fascinating book. Only one registration is necessary to register for this 

and all  future Sisterhood book discussions.  https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/HgXjUNS/BTSSisterhoodBookGroup  

 

Sisterhood Shabbat:  

Mothers in and of the 

Bible 

Friday, May 7th at 7:00 pm 

 

Join the BTS Sisterhood as our annual tradition 
continues with a special Shabbat service led by 

our members.  Since the days of Torah, there 

has been a special place for mothers in Jewish 

hearts and we’ll be honoring them together this 

year. All are welcome. 

 

One click is all it takes to attend this service 

and all other BTS Friday evening  

Shabbat worship in the future.  

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/

D2vxQx2/BTSFridayNightShabbat  

Friday, April 9th at 7:00 pm at 

Welcome Shabbat Services 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/HgXjUNS/BTSSisterhoodBookGroup
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/D2vxQx2/BTSFridayNightShabbat
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/D2vxQx2/BTSFridayNightShabbat


Tangling With Talmud 
Wednesdays at 10:30 am  

The Talmud is a rich and lively conversation among many generations. Passionate arguments about 

law and justice are intertwined with wild stories and musings about the meaning of life. Come participate and add your 

own voice. No experience needed.  

 

Only one registration is necessary to attend this and all future Tangling With Talmud sessions. 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/G64q6Ah/BTSTanglingWithTalmud 

 

 

Friends of  Yiddish 
Sunday, May 2nd at 10:30 am     

Friends of Yiddish is an informal, mostly English, bilingual drop-in social group which meets to hear a guest  

speaker or discussion & maybe absorb a Yiddish word or two.  

 

Only one registration is necessary to attend this and all future Friends of Yiddish sessions.  

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/M9zaV1X/BTSFriendsOfYiddish. 

 

 

Partners in Creation: Lighting Bonfires: Reasons to Celebrate 
Sunday, April 25th at 11:00 am  

Together, we will reflect on a short Jewish teaching and relate it to the challenges, uncertainties, and  

opportunities of our own time. Then we'll do some creative writing and expressive art with items easily 

found around the house. 

 

Please bring a pencil or pen and any kind of paper, plus any kind of art supplies you have: colored pencils, 

crayons, watercolors, whatever. (Just pencil and paper is okay, too.) Absolutely no experience needed!  

 

Only one registration is necessary to attend this and all future online Partners in Creation events. 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/9WyzyV0/PartnersInCreation 

 

Neshama Center for Lifelong Learning 
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BTS Film Schmooze: Hava Nagila (The Movie) 
Sunday, May 23rd at 7:00 pm with Shari J. Cantor 

 

Hava Nagila (The Movie) romps through the history, mystery and meaning of the great Jewish 

standard, featuring interviews with Harry Belafonte, Leonard Nimoy, Connie Francis, Glen  
Campbell, Regina Spektor and more. It follows the ubiquitous party song, called by some “the 

kudzu of Jewish music”, on its fascinating journey from the shtetls of Eastern Europe to the  

kibbutzim of Palestine to the cul-de-sacs of America. Both funny and entertaining, Hava Nagila  

(The Movie) is also profound, examining themes about the importance of joy, the power of music 

and the resilient spirit of a people. 

 

This film is available for viewing on Amazon Prime, ITunes, and Google Play. 

 

Watch this film before the May 23rd and join Shari J. Cantor, who has a Masters in Judaic Studies 

from UConn and has danced the hora to Hava Nagilah at a wedding or two, for the discussion of 

this entertaining film.  Only one registration is necessary to attend this and all future BTS Film Schmooze events. 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/H8lr37R/BTSFilmSchmooze  

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/9WyzyV0/PartnersInCreation
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/H8lr37R/BTSFilmSchmooze


SERVICES 

Weeknight Minyan 
Wednesday nights at 7:00 pm 

Minyamin that are followed by an event will use the Zoom connection information of that event. 

Only one registration is necessary to attend this and all other weeknight minyans. 

 https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/TvYx9y4/BTSWednesdayMinyan. 

 

Welcome Shabbat with Rabbi Cantor 
Every Friday at 7:00 pm 
We’ll gather online (or by phone) to gently make the transition from the stresses of the week into Shabbat. We’ll sing some Shabbat melodies, 

share words of Torah, recite a prayer for healing and Mourner’s Kaddish, and then make kiddush.  BYOB (Bring your own wine and kiddush cup.)  

Only one registration is necessary to attend this and all other Welcome Shabbat services.  

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/D2vxQx2/BTSFridayNightShabbat. 

 

Shabbat Morning Deep Dive: Torah Reading & Lively Text Study 
Saturday mornings from 11:00 am to 12 Noon 
Engage in Rabbi Cantor's interactive Shabbat Torah study right in your living room (or kitchen, or office!) Each week, after a short Torah  

reading, we'll delve into a section of the portion together, and conclude by reciting Kaddish and kiddush. Bring your own wine!  

Pick up your free copies of the Torah/Pentateuch in the outer lobby of the shul to keep at home.  

Only one rgistratoin is necessary to attend this and all other Shabbat Morning Deep Dive Services.  

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/vIF3Orb/BTSShabbatDeepDive. 
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Yom HaAtzmaut Havdalah and Fireworks 
Saturday, April 17th at 8:30 pm (Rain date: Saturday, April 24th) 

We have much to celebrate! Bring your camp chairs and join us in the BTS  

parking lot as we safely gather to light Havdalah candles and enjoy Yom 

HaAtzmaut fireworks in commemoration of the 73rd anniversary of Israel’s  

independence. Yes, seriously, there will be fireworks! 

 

Please arrive at 8:15 pm to pick up your Havdalah candle and more.  If the  

forecast is for bad weather, watch your email or our website 

(www.btsonline.org) for an announcement of revised plans by 5:00 pm on  

Friday.  

 

No registration is required for this event. 

Yizkor Services 
Sunday April 4, 11:00 am 
 

Join us to recall departed family and friends and connect to the traditions and 

love they gave us. We will also use this opportunity to mark the one-year  

anniversary of the COVID-19 pandemic. One registration is all that’s needed to 

attend this and any future online Yizkor event. 

 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/9F6V4WT/BTSYizkorServices 

http://www.btsonline.org
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/9F6V4WT/BTSYizkorServices


 

Donations as of March 15th 

GENERAL FUND 
Alan & Lisa Avery-Peck, in memory of Michael Paller 

Trudi & Lou Brown, in appreciation to those who sent them Purim 

wishes 

Trudi & Lou Brown, in honor of the yahrzeits of Rabbi & Mrs. H.  

Bodenheimer 

Trudi & Lou Brown, in honor of the yahrzeits of Mr. & Mrs. Fred 

Brown 

Trudi & Lou Brown, in honor of the yahrzeits of Mr. & Mrs. Sam 

Yazmer 

Jennifer Delozier, for all BTS provides 
Tom & Donna Divine, in memory of Michael Paller 

Karen Freilich, in honor of the yahrzeit of her mother, Jennie Freilich 
Lynn Kaplan-Goldberg & Barry Goldberg 

Richard Goodman, in honor of the yahrzeit of Sumner Goodman 
Edward Greenbaum, in honor of the yahrzeit of Ada Greenbaum 

Barbara Katzman, in memory of Jerry Radeen 
Elise Laugeni, in memory of Barbara Oppenheimer 

Al Oppenheimer, in honor of the yahrzeit of Bryan Oppenheimer 
Seth & Marion Radeen, in memory of Michael Paller 

Phyllis Rubin, in honor of the yahrzeit of Jack Rubin 
Jeremy Sachs, in honor of the yahrzeit of his first wife, Barbara Pinzow 

Sachs 

Steven & Julie Shifreen, mazal tov to Al Oppenheimer on the birth of 

his great grandson, Benjamin David Oppenheimer 
David & Hilary Silver, in appreciation of Torah discussion 

  
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Elaine Kaufmann, mazal tov to Al Oppenheimer and Norma Fienman on 

the birth of their great-grandson, Benjamin David, son of Matthew & 

Laurie Oppenheimer 
Ellice Lieberman, in appreciation for being able to attend High Holiday 

Services 
Seth & Marion Radeen, in appreciation of Rabbi Cantor’s support 

Amy Silverman, in honor of the yahrzeit of her husband,  

Stephen M. Silverman 
Susan & Allan Viner, in memory of Michael Paller 

  
KIDDUSH FUND 

Norma Fienman, in honor of the birth of her first great grandson,  

Benjamin David Oppenheimer 

Lois Galinsky, in appreciation for the Purim goodies 
  

SOL ACKERMAN FUND 
Herbert Felsenfeld, in honor of the yahrzeit of Joseph Felsenfeld 

  
BOB GUGGENHEIM MEMORIAL FUND 

Margot Goldstein, in honor of the yahrzeit of her mother,  Josephine 

Gottlieb 
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Mazal Tov to: 
Al Oppenheimer and Norma Fienman, on the birth of their first great grandchild, Benjamin David Oppenheimer 

Julie and Steve Shifreen on the birth of their granddaughter, Ivy Rose Allen to their daughter, Amanda Shifreen and Hassan Allen on March 20th 

 

Refuah Sheleymah to:  
Charlotte Block, Arthur Cassel, Mary Calvert-Heavlin, Roslyn Elston, Bill Fabian, Bob Gerrol, Shirley Gerrol, Barry Goldberg, Lynn Kaplan-

Goldberg, Leon Goldsmith, Arlene Herzig, Jon Israel, Burt Miller, Judy Pearlson, Rabbi Marshal Press, Phyllis Rubin, Marc Siskin’s parents,  

Fillis Stober, Marion Warner 

 

Condolences to: 
Bruce and Randy Bernheimer and family, on the death of Bruce’s mother, Lee (Lena) Bernheimer on March 3rd 

Jeff and Janna Gross and family, on the death of Jeff’s mother, Helen R. Gross on March 13th 

 



April 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 19 Nisan 

Pesah 5  

 

2 20 Nisan 

Pesah 6  

7:00 Welcome 

Shabbat 

6:59 Candle 

Lighting 

3 21 Nisan 

Pesah 7 

Shemini 

11:00 Morning 

Deep Dive:  

Passover Edition 

4 22 Nisan 

Pesah 8 

11:00 Yizkor 

8:02 Havdalah 

5 23 Nisan 

BTS Office 

Closed 

7:30 Finance 

Committee 

Meeting 

 

6 24 Nisan 

  

7 25 Nisan 

10:30 Tangling with 

Talmud 

7:00 Minyan 

7:30 Board of 

Director’s Meeting 

 

8 26 Nisan 

Yom HaShoah 

9 27 Nisan 

7:00 Welcome 

Shabbat/Birthday 

Shabbat 

7:15 Candle 

Lighting 

10 28 Nisan 

Shabbat  

Mevarchim 

Hodesh Iyyar 

Shemini 

11:00 Shabbat 

Morning Deep Dive 

11 29 Nisan 

10:30 Friends of 

Yiddish 

2:00 Sisterhood 

Book Discussion: 

Last Watchman of  

Cairo 

12 30 Nisan 

Rosh Hodesh  

Iyyar 

13 1 Iyyar 

Rosh Hodesh  

Iyyar 

14 2 Iyyar   

Yom HaZikaron 

10:30 Tangling with 

Talmud 

7:00 Minyan 

15 3 Iyyar 

Yom 

HaAtzma’ut 

16 4 Iyyar 

7:00 Welcome 

Shabbat 

7:07 Candle 

Lighting 

17 5 Iyyar 

Tazria-Mesora 

11:00 Shabbat 

Morning Deep Dive 

8:30 Yom 

HaAtzmaut  

Havdalah &  

Fireworks  

 

18 6 Iyyar 

11:00 Joint GHIAA 

Event with other 

are synagogues 

19 7 Iyyar 

BTS Office 

Closed 

7:00 Sisterhood 

Board Meeting 

20  8 Iyyar 21 9 Iyyar 

10:30 Tangling with 

Talmud 

7:00 Minyan 

22  10 Iyyar 23 11 Iyyar 

7:00 Welcome 

Shabbat 

7:23 Candle 

Lighting 

24 12 Iyyar 

Achrei Mot-Kedoshim 

11:00 Shabbat 

Morning Deep Dive 

RAIN DATE: 

8:30 Yom 

HaAtzmaut  

Havdalah &  

Fireworks  

 

25 13 Iyyar 

11:00 Partners in 

Creation: Lighting 

Bonfires: Reasons 

to Celebrate 

26 14 Iyyar 

Pesah Sheini 

27  15 Iyyar 28 16 Iyyar 

10:30 Tangling with 

Talmud 

7:00 Minyan 

29  17 Iyyar 30 18 Iyyar 

Lag BaOmer 

7:00 Welcome 

Shabbat 

7:30 Candle 

Lighting 
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B’nai Tikvoh-Sholom Donation Form 

 (Revised 11/1/2020) 

 

Donation From: Name _________________________________________Telephone # _________________________ 

Donation For: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fund: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

           Minimum Donation for General Fund or Specific Fund is $10 each or for other–see listed below: 

If applicable, acknowledge to:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please check other donation you wish to order and attach with specific instructions for: 

 Chumash, Machzor Bookplate $35            Prayer Bookplate $25 

  Memorial Plaque $300             Sanctuary Seat Plaque $350 

Foyer Tree of Life:   Gold $360   Silver $250   Bronze $125    Stone $1,500   Hallway Tree of Life:    Gold $125 

Provide additional information if necessary:_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sol Ackerman Fund  

To provide support for the Kiddush/Ritual Fund  

Beautification Fund  

To further enhance the beauty of the synagogue  

Justin Bernheimer Award  

For a Congregational Service Award  

Cantor Wilfred Birnbaum Fund for Religious Enhancement  

Rabbi Debra Cantor 

cantordebra@gmail.com   860-463-0986 

President: Tema Silk 

tksilk@gmail.com   860-930-5974 

Office/Business Manager: Maria daCunha 

mdacunha@btsonline.org    860-243-3576  

B’nai Tikvoh-Sholom 

180 Still Road  Bloomfield, CT 06002 

860-243-3576  FAX—860-243-9601 

office@btsonline.org   www.btsonline.org 

Bulletin Editor: Shari J. Cantor 

RABBI’S OFFICE HOURS: 

The rabbi is happy to communicate with you via email, text and  

telephone. Feel free to contact her. 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Maria will be working from home. 

Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.   

Mail and items placed in the drop box will be picked up. 

NEXT BULLETIN DEADLINE: 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16TH 

 

Building Fund  

To offset the costs of operating the building  

Education Fund  

To fund Lifelong Learning  

General Fund  

To support the operation of the synagogue  

Bob Guggenheim Memorial Fund  

To support the operation of the synagogue  

Meier and Rahel Katten Memorial Fund  

To support Lunch and Learn programs  

Kiddush/Ritual Fund  

To provide food for Shabbat and Holidays  

Mandell Israel Program Fund  

To subsidize teen trips to Israel  

Phyllis Margolin Memorial Music Education  

To fund music programs  

Neshama Center For Lifelong Learning Fund  

To support the Neshama Center for Lifelong Learning  

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  

To be used at the Rabbi’s discretion  

Alyssa Suzanne Roy Memorial Fund  

To provide gifts to bar and bat mitzvah students  

llse & Manfred Stein Memorial Fund  

Malcolm M. Snyder Memorial Fund  

To support the operation of the synagogue  

Torah Fund  

To maintain integrity of the Torahs  

Youth Fund  

To subsidize attendance at youth events  
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